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H ZkUpog, vnoi Tou KevTpikoU Alyaiou, €xel anoTeAéosl Ta TeAeuTaia
dekaTEOOEPA XpOvia, TOmo nou o BaociAng Kapakatodavng nepvd peydaAa
Xpovika diaotApata. O XWPOC TOoU HIKPOC, ONwG & n nAsiowngia Twv
SKUplIOV@V OMITIOV, €XEl anoTeAécel padnua ‘AIToTnTag’, TOCO OTN
KaBbnuepivoTnTa, 0G0 & GTOV TPOMO OKEWNG TOU.
H avaykn kartaypa®ng otov kapBd Tou B€uatoc ‘ZkUpog Tov anacXOoAnoe
noAAd xpovia, O Tponog & n npoondbsia ATAv n ano@uyn TnNgG NePIYpPaeng
ano TNV NpwTN avayvwon & n €mAoyr CUYKEKPIHEVWY OTOIXEIWYV TOU XWPOU,
TNG Adoypagiag, Twv avlpwnwv, npaypata nou anoTéAecav  To
ouvaiolnuaTika QOopTIOHEVO & anueloAoyika AITO, UAIKO TnG ‘Tonioypagiag’
ToU.
H ypapn Tou Kapakatodavn, €xel & €dw Tn OUVEMNEId TWV MPONYOUHEVWV
xpovwv (On Wall 2002) - (Urban Details 2011) - (Carpets 2, 2015), pe
anoTéAEoa TNV anotunwaon TnG &vTovng ouvaiodnuaTikoTNTag & PBIWHATIKAG
TOU OXE0ONG, ME TNV OUYKEKPIPEVN IXVNAATNON, KOOKiviopa 6a pnopoucs
KAVEIG va XapakTnpioel, TNV €NIAOYN TwV OTOIXEIWV, PHEoa ano Tnv nAndbwpa
TOU npaypaTikoU XWPou, Mnou enéAeEe o MIKPO apiBuo  Epywv, va
anoTUNWOoEl.

L]
Over the past fourteen years, Skyros, an island in the central Aegean, has
been a place where Vassilis Karakatsanis has spent long periods of time. The
space he inhabits there is small, like the majority of Skyrian houses, and
constitutes a lesson in austerity, in terms both of everyday life and the
artist’s way of thinking.

The need to capture on canvas the subject of “Skyros” had been on
Karakatsanis’s mind for many years. The way he chose to do this was to
avoid describing things at first sight, but rather to choose certain features of
the space, folk tradition and the people; all this formed the emotionally
charged and semantically sparse material of his landscape painting.

Karakatsanis’s style displays here the consistency of previous years - On
Wall (2002), Urban Details (2011), Carpets 2 (2015). The result is the
rendering of his intense emotional and experiential relationship with this
particular exploration. One might describe it as a sifting through the plethora
of features at his disposal, before selecting the ones he has portrayed in a
limited number of paintings.
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‘MeTaioOnosig’

EkTOG ano Ta BlOPATA Kal TIG YVAMEG MOU AMOKTA Kaveig and &vav
TOMO, UNAPXOUV Kal ol METAIOBNOEIG Nou dnuioupyolvTal e ToV XpOVvo,
KaBwG auTég ouvduaoTika npokaloUvral and EeVTUNWOEIG Kal
napaTtnpnoeig, and CUVEIPPOUG Kal CUCXETIOWOUC, ol onoiol agopolv
NoIkiAOUG TPOMOUG JIEPYATI®V KAl AEITOUPYI®MV TOU UMOCUVEIDATOU.

O BaciAng Kapakatodvng €xel €MAEEEl €vav TETOIO TOMO, MOU TOV
npoadIopilel PE TO YEWYPAQIKO TOU OTiyHa, NPOKEINEVOU (avTaciakd
va Tov anoyelwaoel Ki auTdg dev gival aAAog ano Tnv ZkUpo.

To aiyalonghayiTiko auto vnaoi yiveral yia Tov KaANITEXVN, O HITOG TNG
Apiadvng, npokeigévou va €l0éNBel, va avTANOeEl Kal €IKACTIKA va
JeTanAdcel oToixeia and Ta evdOTEpa Tou TOMOU Kal Tou "eauTtou",
€pOoov Kal ol dUo auTég napapetpol €dw Tautifovtal. 'ETal, TO
YEWYPAQIKO OTiypua Tng ZkUpou, peTappaleral Ot £vav GUOXETIONO
HabnuaTik®wv Kal QUOIKWV O0pwv, MOU oucIacTIKG anokabnAmvel Tnv
SKkUpo, YETATPENOVTAG TNV, HECA anod auTa Ta €pya, o€ pia "yewdeoia"
a100N0EWV, OVEIPIKWV KATAOTACEWY KAl anoppowy TNG MVAHNG.

O BaogiAng KapakaTtodvng, OvVTag NAvioTE £0WTEPIKA CUVEMNNG HE
npoyevéaTtepa oTddia TnG OOUAEIGG TOU, OTNV GUYKEKPIMEVN €vOTNTA
XPNOoIJonolei éva PEIKTO Kal Npoownikd Hop@onAacTike AeEINOYIO, Mou
nepiAapBavel, €kTOC and Tnv JdIKR TOUu U@oAoyia, HETOUCIWUEVA
OTOIXEIQ TOU VEO-QPWRIoHOU, TNG XEIPOVOMIAKNG AUPIKNAG apaipeong, TnG
SUVAaUIKAG YPAPNG ToU EENPETIOVICHOU Kal TNG VEO-Mon KOUAToUpag.

Me apxikd €vauopa Tnv odoinopia (MpayudTikn Kal gavraciakn) yia va
KATAKTAOEI Kal va anodwoel eKPacTika To vnoi, péoa and Ta paTia
TOou pualoU kal Tng kapdiag¢ Tou, daAAa kal pE€oa anod TIg
OUOOWPEUOHEVEG €V Tw MeTAafU pvApeG Tou, o  Cwypdpog
dlanpaypaTteleTal Je 0i0TPO, OPICHEVA avayvwpioipga poTiBa, onwg
€ival Ta XapakTnploTika aypoTika unodnuarta, Ta "Tpoxadia", nou
Bupifouv NoAU Ta apxaloeAAnvika nediha. Ta "Tpoxadia" onuatodoTouv
TAuTOXPOVWG PETPA, HEYEDBN KI ANOCTACEIG YiA TOV OIKEIO, AAAG Kal Tov
aevaws NPWTOPAVEPWTO KOOPO Tou vnaoioU. AAAa poTiBa avagopdg
€ival Ta XpWUATa Kal Ta OXNHATA TWV KEPAMIKWV TNG ZKUPOU, ONWG
€NiONG Ol OTEYEG TWV OMITIOV TNG KE Ta yKpida, Ta AEuka kal Ta okoupa
avBpaki Toug XpwpaTta, nou JdlagopP®vVouv  Wéoa  and  Ta
yuxoouvaiodnuaTtika @IiATpa Tou KaAAITEXVN, Napadofeg, PUBUIKEG
OKAKIEPEG.

MeTOUOIMVOVTAG QUTEG TOU TIG TMOAUXPOVEG €MNEIpiEG Kal  TIG
OUCOWPEUPEVEG TOU MVNUEG, o BaoiAng Kapakatodvng, dnuioupyei
€pya pe OOVNOEIG, APUOVIKEG aVTIOTIEEIC, dUVAMIKN ypa®r Ki EVTACEIC,
NPOCBETOVTAG HE NOINTIKO TPOMO TIG EAEYEIEC Kal TNV vooTaAyia Tou yia
€vav TOMNo ovelpikd Kal Tnv idla oTIyun npayparikod, nou Tov Ta&idelel,
Kabwg Ki 0 id10G WG UNEP-ouUVEIdNTOTNTA, HETAHOPPWVETAlI OTO €0®W Kal
OTO €Kei Tng ouToniag, PE€oa MAVTOTE ANO TIG MOIKIAEG, OGO Kal TIG
noAueninedeg OWwelg TNG B£aong, ol onoieg nepiAapBavouv pali kai TIg
unepPAceig TnG.

ABnva zxiva
KpITiIkOG & I0TOPIKOG TEXVNG
ABnva, Iavouapiog 2017
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“After-sensations”

Besides the experiences and memories one acquires from a certain
place, there are also the after-sensations which emerge in time, as
they are produced from a combination of impressions and
observations, associations and correlations which concern the
various ways in which the subconscious functions and processes
information.

The place Vassilis Karakatsanis has chosen to define geographically
and then elevate to another sphere through his imagination is none
other than Skyros.

This Aegean island becomes, for the artist, the thread of Ariadne,
allowing him to enter, absorb and artistically reshape elements from
the interior of the place and the “self”, since both these parameters
here are one and the same. Thus, Skyros’s geographical identity is
translated into a correlation between mathematical and physical
terms, which essentially demystifies it, transforming it, through
these works, into a “geodesy” of sensations, dreamlike states and
emanations from memory.

Vassilis Karakatsanis, being always internally consistent with earlier
stages of his work, uses, in this group of works, a mixed and very
personal morphoplastic vocabulary, which includes, besides his own
established style, transformed elements of neo-fauvism, gestural
lyrical abstraction, the dynamic gesture of expressionism and neo-
pop culture.

Having chosen the method of hiking (whether real or imaginary) in
order to make the island his own and then render it through the
eyes of his mind and his heart, as well as through the memories
that accumulated meanwhile, the painter, showing great inspiration,
works with certain recognizable motifs, such as the typical rural
shoes called “trochadia”, which are reminiscent of ancient Greek
sandals. The “trochadia” also act as markers for measures, sizes
and distances in the familiar yet eternally novel world of the island.
Other reference motifs include the colors and shapes of Skyrian
ceramics, and the roofs of houses with their grey, white and dark
charcoal colors, which, through the artist’s psycho-emotional filters,
emerge as paradoxical, rhythmical chessboards.

By transforming these years-long experiences and accumulated
memories of his, Vassilis Karakatsanis creates works with vibrations,
harmonious counterpoints, dynamic gestures and tensions,
poetically adding his elegies and his longing for a dreamlike, and at
the same time real, place, which will take him on a journey, as he
himself, as a super-consciousness, is transformed in the here and
there of utopia, always through the varied and multifaceted aspects
of viewing, which also include its transcending.

Athina Schina
Art Critic and Art Historian
Athens, January 2017
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BaociAng Kapakaroavng
‘Frewypa@iko pRkog & nAdrog 24.5658 / 38.9068’

Aiapkela: 17 IouAiou - 15 ZenteuBpiou 2017
Ano Tig 17 IouAiou £wg TIG 15 ZenTepPpiou 2017, 0TOUG XWPOUG TOU Anpapxeiou
ZkUpou, napouaialeral PEPOG TNG €kBeoNG Ke TITAO ‘FTewypa@ikO HRKOG & NAAGTOG
24.5658 / 38.9068' Tou {wypapou BaciAn KapakaTtoavn.

O Zwypa®og EeTuMiyel MEPOG TNG DOUAEIGG TOU, MOU apopd TNV EIKACTIKMA KATAypagr Tng
SkUpou kaTta Tn diapkeia Tou 2016 & 2017, 0TOUG XWPOUG £pyaaiag Tou Anuapxeiou, Xwpig
eMITAOEUON OTNV avapTnon TV £pywv & Pe okond auTd, va anoTeAégouv avandonacTo
a100NTIKA KOWWKATI TNG KABNUEPIVOTNTAG TWV £pYAlOHEVWY, TWV GUVAAAACCTOUEVWV NMOAITOV
HE TIG UnNNpPETieg Tou AfoU & QUOIKA TWV ENIOKENTWOV.

To Anpapxeio, YeTaTpéneTal yia dUo PAVEG, O EKBECIAKO XWPO WE Ta £pya evdg aUyxpovou
'EAANvVa kaAAITéxvn, otn npoonabsia va aAAa&el n ‘anpocwnn’ dyn Tou dnNUOCIOU KTIpiou
OTav ol Toixol Tou KoopoUvTal and £pya Téxvng, Odlapoppwvovtag agiec oe OAoug,
KivnTonoiwvrtag  Tnv embupia yia €psuva, anodoxn N anoppiyn, dnuioupyia &
npoBANUATIouo.

Vassilis Karakatsanis
‘Longitude & Latitude 24.5658 / 38.9068’

Duration: July 17t - September 15, 2017
From the 17th of July until the 15th of September 2017, at the City Hall of Skyros,
the artist Vassilis Karakatsanis will be exhibiting his work
under the title ‘Longitude & latitude 24.5658 / 38.9068".

The artist displays part of his work regarding a visual record of Skyros throughout the
years of 2016 and 2017, at the work place of the City Hall. The paintings are placed in the
most unpretentious way, so they will be an integral aesthetic part of the everyday life of
employees, trading citizens that seek for the services of the municipality and of' course
visitors. For two months the City Hall will be transformed into an exhibition center,
hosting the work of a contemporary Greek artist, in attempt to change the "impersonal"
face of a public building by decorating its walls with fine art, molding values, stimulating
the will for research, acceptance or rejection, creation and concern.
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‘TeYpPa®IKO HNKOG & TTAATOG 24.5658 / 38.9068'
‘Longitude & Latitude 24.5658 / 38.9068’
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-Nol1.” 140X093 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016 City Hall, Skyros, Greece



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No2.” 140X093 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016 City Hall, Skyros, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No3.” 140X093 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No4.” 140X140 cm. acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016 private collection, London, U.K.




‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No5.” 100X100 cm. acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016, private collection, Skyros, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No6.” 100X070 cm. acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016 private collection, Halkida, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No7.” 100X070 cm. acrylic, gouache & oil on paper, mounted on canvas 2017 private collection, Aegina, Greece



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No8.” 060X050 cm. monotype & mixed media on cardboard 2017



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No09.” 060X050 cm. monotype & mixed media on cardboard 2017
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No10.” 027X040 cm. mixed media on paper 2017 private collection, Skyros, Greece



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No11.” 070X050 cm. mixed media on paper 2017 private collection, Silkeborg, Denmark



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No12.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece



‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No13.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No14.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No15.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No16.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No17.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No18.” 040X030 cm. mixed media on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No19.” 025X020 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
‘Longitude & Latitude-Skyros-No020.” 025X020 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude 24.5658 / 38.9068-Skyros’ monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on paper 048X033 cm. 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
‘Longitude & Latitude 24.5658 / 38.9068-Skyros’ monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on paper 048X033 cm. 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
‘Longitude & Latitude 24.5658 / 38.9068-Skyros’ monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on paper 048X033 cm. 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
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‘Longitude & Latitude — Skyros — No24’ 050X040 cm. acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2019 private collection, Skyros, Greece



